
RAV AKIVA 
STEINMETZ ZT”L 

It has been a mere few months 
since the passing of Horav Hagaon 
Rav Akiva Steinmetz, zt”l. We miss 
him dearly and yearn for the days when he was still with 
us. We would like to take this opportunity to share some 
thoughts and anecdotes about Rav Akiva, zt”l, to give the 
broader Toronto community a glimpse into the life and 
contributions of this great man. 

Hasmada 

Rav Akiva and tblch”t Rebbetzin Steinmetz arrived in 
Toronto in 1982 to join our Kollel. Learning in our bais 
medrash night and day, he was aptly described as the “ner 
tomid” of the bais medrash. Reb Emmanuel Diena, with 
whom Rav Akiva worked tirelessly to ensure the upkeep 
and kashrus of the Toronto eruv, related that even on arvei 
Shabbosos and arvei Yomim Tovim, if he needed to reach 
Rav Akiva, he would have to call the Kollel.  

The frishkeit and energy with which Rav Akiva learned 
was something unique; he would literally run to the seforim 
shelf in order to get a sefer. As he pored 
over his 
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Thanks to Your 
Generous Support, 

the Kollel’s inspiring growth from humble beginnings 
50 years ago is evident to all.

The Kollel’s future plans include the expansion of 
our current facilities and construction of a beautiful 
new building on Coldstream Ave, our most 
ambitious project to date.

To ensure the Kollel’s financial security and even 
brighter future, we are currently developing the 
“Kollel Future” program.

In the next few months, we will share details of a 
unique Planned   Legacy Giving Program that will 
appeal to our entire community which will iy”H help 
fund the next 50 years and beyond.

We are grateful to be working with Mark (Yerucham) 
Halpern, CEO of WEALTHinsurance.com who has 
been involved with the Kollel for almost 30 years, 
to help guide us on the launch of this exciting 
initiative, which will include a team of other local 
professionals. There are so many ways to create 
meaningful legacy gifts that are far more cost and 
tax-effective than giving cash, cheques and credit 
cards and our community needs to learn more. See 
Mishpacha article March, 1rst, 2022 entitled Work/
Life Solutions with Mark Halpern

We look forward to partnering with you and your 
families for generations to come!



Preceding any official hotline, the 
Kollel, upon its arrival in the city, 
began providing halachic guidance. 
On one remarkable occasion, the 
Kollel was able to assist none other 
than Rav Yaakov Kamenetzky and his 
Rebbetzin. During a visit to Toronto, 
Rav Yaakov’s Rebbetzin was baking 
challah and misplaced the piece that 
she had separated. Assuming that it had 
fallen back into the mixture, she asked 
Rav Yaakov what to do. Rav Yaakov 
suggested that they go to the Kollel 
and ask a beis din of three rabbonim 
to be matir neder, thus rendering 
the piece no longer challah. As the 
rabbonim gathered, the Rosh Kollel, 
Rav Hirschmann, began to ask Rav 
Yaakov about the shaila. Not wanting 
to comment, Rav Yaakov insisted that 
“der beis din zol machlit zein”.  

In circa 1990, on the initiative of 
our very own Rav Nosson Hofman, 
an official halacha hotline was created 
for people to reach out to the Roshei 
HaKollel about various matters 
pertaining to halacha. Each morning 
during breakfast, the Roshei HaKollel 

would sit with the yungeleit and 
answer the different calls that came 
in (on the Kollel’s rotary phone). Not 
only did this serve as a vital resource 
for the community, but it provided 
the yungeleit with a hands-on 
demonstration of halachic decision-
making in real time. 

Throughout the decades that would 
follow, many of the Kollel’s senior 
rabbonim have attended to the halacha 
hotline, answering questions and 
providing advice. These include the 
Roshei HaKollel, Rav Dovid Pam, Rav 
Zvi Simcha Herskowitz, Rav Mordechai 
Kanner, Rav Chanoch Ehrentreu, and 
Rav Akiva Steinmetz zt”l. Messages 
were often left on the machine and 
the rabbonim would call back with the 
answers. The hotline is still active today 
and is monitored and attended to by 
Rav Chanoch Ehrentreu. 

An outgrowth of the halacha hotline 
is the shailos drop-box, currently 
located at 525 Coldstream Ave, at the 
end of the driveway next to the garage. 
In this drop-box, questions can be 

left in plastic bags with notes that 
state pertinent details relevant to the 
question and a phone number where 
one can be reached. This system has 
proven to be very popular, efficient, and 
discreet. 

As the community grew and more 
people began to reach out to the Roshei 
HaKollel for Halachic guidance on 
a wide variety of topics, the halacha 
hotline expanded into the Bais Horaah. 
Over the years, the Bais Horaah, under 
the direct guidance and supervision of 
Rav Miller, has fielded shailos on many 
complex and timely subjects. These 
include questions pertaining to hilchos 
ribbis, the management of buildings/
properties on Shabbos and Yom Tov, 
the management of Jewish-owned 
businesses over Shabbos and Yom 
Tov, the ownership and management 
of nursing homes that serve non-
kosher food/chometz, Shemita-related 
questions, fertility assistance-related 
questions, and Choshen Mishpat 
questions. Such questions arrive from 
across the globe, and the renown of the 
Bais Horaah continues to grow. 

THE HALACHA HOTLINE AND THE BAIS HORAAH  

RAV SCHNALL- DR. TOBIAS SIYUM ON MESECHES BRACHOS
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Dr. Tobias and Rabbi Schnall making their siyum

Recently, Rav Avigdor Schnall 
and Dr. Norman Tobias made a 
siyum on Meseches Brachos in the 
Kollel. What began as a thirty-day 
mishnayos project after the passing 
of Dr. Tobias’s mother, evolved into 
a two-year journey towards the 
completion of Gemara Brachos. 
Reflections Magazine sat down 
with Dr. Tobias to hear about his 
relationship with the Kollel and his 
learning partnership with Rabbi 
Schnall. 

To say that Dr. Tobias is a 
fascinating individual would be an understatement. For 
the first twenty minutes of our discussion, Dr. Tobias, a 
tax lawyer by trade, captivated me with a conversation that 
ranged from chassidishe yichus (Mrs. Tobias is an einikel 

of the Divrei Chaim), to the 
decision of the Second Vatican 
Council in the 1960’s to radically 
change its conceptualization of 
Jews and Judaism (Dr. Tobias’s 
PhD dissertation is on this topic). 
Although we could have continued 
our discussion for a few hours, we 
needed to get back to the topic of 
the Kollel. 

When the Tobias family moved 
to Toronto in the 1980’s, Dr. 
Tobias sought a chavrusah with 
whom to learn Gemara. Through 

hashgocha, a cousin of his connected him with Rav Dovid 
Pam, who arranged for Dr. Tobias to learn with Rav Nosson 
Hofman. Dr. Tobias and his chavrusa would learn from time 
to time, but, as Dr. Tobias, explains, running a law practice and 
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• If one pays workers by means of a credit card, does he 
fulfil the obligation of b’yomo titein scharo? 

• If one hires a worker through an agency, does the 
dictum of b’yomo titein scharo apply?

• If one uses a mikva without paying on the same day, is he 
violating an issur? 

• If a photographer takes pictures but still needs to edit them, can 
one withhold payment until the editing is done?

• One who hires a worker and then backs out, at what point does he have to 
reimburse the worker who could have found a different job?

• If a cheder closed during the pandemic, did parents have to continue monthly 
tuition payments?

• If one employs a non-Jew to work from 9-5 and then institutes “flex-time” 
(where employees can fulfil their hourly obligations at home and at any 
hour that they choose), can the non-Jew work on Shabbos (is he a kablan/
contractor, or a schir yom/hourly worker)? 

SOME OF THE SHAILOS RECENTLY DISCUSSED 
BY THE CHOSHEN MISHPAT CHABURAH

The Roshei HaKollel congratulating Dr. Tobias

attending to his two young children simply “got in the way” 
of them developing anything consistent. After the passing of 
Dr. Tobias’s mother just a few years ago, he again turned to 
the Kollel for a chavrusa, this time being introduced to Rav 
Avigdor Schnall at Rav Hofman’s suggestion.  

As Dr. Tobias explains, he was immediately struck by 
the depth of Rabbi Schnall’s scholarship and his refined 
and humble character. As Dr. Tobias moved towards partial 
retirement and Daf HaYomi renewed its 7.5-year cycle, 
Dr. Tobias considered joining the vaunted program and 
suggested as much to Rabbi Schnall. With his foresight and 
wisdom, Rabbi Schnall suggested that, at this point in Dr. 
Tobias’s journey of learning, it would probably be more 
beneficial for them to focus on one tractate at a time, without 
being compelled to keep up with Daf Yomi’s pace. Thus 
began their steady progress from the beginning of Meseches 
Brachos to its completion. 

Describing their study-partnership, Dr. Tobias refers to 
it as “a true privilege”. He extols the virtues of developing 
a relationship with a scholar of Rabbi Schnall’s calibre for 

both its scholastic as well as its character-building benefits. 
As an academic, Dr. Tobias knows scholarship when he sees 
it; he continues to be amazed at the breadth of knowledge 
that Rabbi Schnall possesses as well as the humility which 
he continues to exemplify. 

Hearing his story, it seems only natural that others should 
follow suit and reach out to the Kollel to get themselves set 
up with a chavrusa!



Have a Kollel story/picture to share? Email us at reflections@kollel.com.
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seforim, one could discern the love 
that he felt for the Torah. Even after 
many decades of sitting and learning, 
his zest for learning never waned. 
When offered prominent positions, 
such as leading select groups of 
yungeleit who wanted to learn certain 
portions of Shulchan Aruch, Rav 
Akiva did not jump at the opportunity. 
As he explained to his son, there were 
still so many other areas of Torah that 
he wanted to learn.

A Talmid of the Rosh Kollel

Rav Akiva was a talmid muvhak of 
the Rosh Kollel, Moreinu Rav Shlomo 
Miller, and once stated at a family 
simcha that he had learned “rov 
toraso” at the Kollel. At the levaya 
in Toronto, Rav Mordechai Kanner, 
longtime friend and chavrusa of Rav 
Akiva, related that he had once heard 
the Rosh Kollel remark that one could 
rely on Rav Akiva’s shikul hadaas in 
all areas pertaining to halacha. Rav 
Miller entrusted Rav Akiva with the 
supervision of the Toronto Eruv, and 
would consult with him on matters 
relating to all four chalokim of 
Shulchan Aruch on an almost daily 
basis. 

Eiruvin, Choshen Mishpat, 
and Other Halachic Expertise

Rav Akiva became renowned for his 
expertise in hilchos Eiruvin. He would 
field Eiruvin shailos from across the 
globe, and would respond by phone 
and by writing teshuvos. The sense of 
achrayus that Rav Akiva felt to ensure 
that, wherever Yidden were carrying 
on Shabbos, there would be a kosher 
Eruv, was remarkable. One leil Rosh 
Hashana someone informed Rav Akiva 
that a part of the Toronto Eruv had 
been damaged. After making kiddush, 
Rav Akiva walked the far distance to 
the site of the damage and oversaw its 

rectification until 
the wee hours of 
the morning. 

On a number 
of occasions, Rav 
Akiva traveled 
to other cities 
to oversee the 
construction of 
different Eiruvin. 
During the year of his passing, Rav 
Akiva had been working relentlessly 
to rebuild the Eruv in South Miami, 
travelling to Florida and fixing large 
portions of the Eruv. 

Rav Akiva also oversaw the 
Choshen Mishpat cases that the 
Kollel’s Bais Horaah dealt with, and 
would sit on the Kollel’s beis din when 
it would convene. 

Anavah

Rav Akiva was the quintessential 
anav. A number of the maspidim 
expressed the sentiment that 
he personified the Gemarah in 
Sanhedrin (88b) “Eizehu ben Olam 
Haba? Anvesan u’shfal berech; 
shayaf ayil, shayaf nofak; v’goris 
b’oraisa t’dira v’lo machzik tivusa 
l’nafshei — Who can be considered 
a ben Olam Haba? One who is modest 
and humble; who enters bowing and 
leaves bowing; and learns Torah 
constantly but does not take credit for 
himself.” A few years ago, Rav Akiva 
began to wear a frock on Shabbos. Not 
wanting anyone to think that it was an 
indication that he had assumed any 
official position at the Kollel, he went 
around to a number of individuals, 
making sure that they didn’t make that 
mistake. He humbly explained that his 
father had asked him to start wearing 
it, and that he was only doing so out of 
kibbud av.   

Not long ago, when the Roshei 
HaKollel were away for Pesach, Rav 
Akiva was asked to give the Shabbos 
HaGadol drasha. Initially refusing, 
he eventually acquiesced, on the 
condition that the drasha not take 
place in the main beis medrash but 
rather downstairs in a different room.    

Bein Adam L’chaveiro

Even though Rav Akiva always 
seemed to be rushing somewhere, if 
someone had a question or needed his 
help, he suddenly had all the time in 
the world. The patience and attention 
that he exhibited when asked questions 
was truly all-encompassing. 

Rav Akiva’s sensitivity to 
other people’s feelings was also 
extraordinary. One yungerman 
related that, after purchasing a fish 
tank for his children, his daughter 
raised a question about feeding 
the fish on Shabbos. Utilizing the 
instance as an opportunity to teach 
his daughter the importance of asking 
shailos, he suggested that they call Rav 
Akiva together. After they posed their 
question to Rav Akiva, he remarked 
that it was, indeed, a good question, 
and that he needed a moment to look 
up the answer. After a few seconds of 
page-ruffling on the other end of the 
receiver, Rav Akiva read the halacha 
to the satisfaction of the young lady. 

The yungerman was sure that Rav 
Akiva had known the halacha without 

RAV AKIVA STEINMETZ ZT”L 
continued  

L-R Rav Yacov Felder, Rav Akiva Steinmetz zt”l, Rav Moshe Silver, 
Moreinu Rav Shlomo Miller, Rav Mordechai Kanner,  

Rav Yisroel Muller, Rav Dovid Pam
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• The halachic issues posed by caps that are made 
from different material i.e., plastic, metal, etc

• Does making a hole in the top of the cap take care of 
the issue?

• Can one ask a fellow Jew who is meikel on this issue 
to open a cap for him?

• Opening orange juice bottle caps

• Opening milk cartons

• Opening dip containers

• Opening soda cans

• Opening tuna cans; is there a difference if it  
has a tab?

• Disposable containers

• Juice boxes 

To be Discussed at a Future Shiur:
• Cereal boxes

• Twist ties

• Potato chip bags

• Plastic covering a magazine

• Tissue boxes

• Separating yogurts

A Few of the Shailos Discussed at the Recent Series from 
the Sunday Morning Tiferes Akiva Program on 
the Topic of Opening Bottles on Shabbos

Delivered by Rabbi Yaacov Michoel Fleischman

RAV AKIVA STEINMETZ ZT”L continued  
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“having to check”, and wondered why 
he had gone to the trouble of doing 
so. The next day in the Kollel, the 
yungerman asked Rav Akiva why he 
had done that. Rav Akiva answered 
that, had he answered the question 
on the spot, perhaps the yungerman’s 
daughter would have wondered why 
her father hadn’t known the halacha; 
after all, it was straightforward.  

On another occasion, a man came 
to ask Rav Akiva a shaila related to 
hilchos tevilla and temporary tooth-
fillings. Rav Akiva instructed the 
questioner as to the proper approach 
and the man went on his way. A day 
or two later, the man received a 

message that Rav Akiva wanted to 
see him. Hurrying over to Rav Akiva’s 
house, the individual wondered what 
the reason could possibly be for the 
summons. When he arrived at the 
Steinmetz house, Rav Akiva handed 
him an envelope containing a few 
thousand dollars. Having discerned 
from the person’s question that the 
man’s wife was in need of dental work 
that he could not afford, Rav Akiva had 
raised the money that was needed.  

Rav Akiva possessed tremendous 
hakoras hatov to his Rebbetzin, 
shetichye, who proudly supported him 
throughout his many years of learning. 
During the winter, one could often 

find Rav Akiva shoveling the snow in 
front of her store in the early morning 
hours. 

Upon Rav Akiva’s petirah, the 
Kollel renamed its Mimochoras 
HaShabbos Sunday morning shiurim 
Tiferes Akiva, and has had the kavod 
of having his son, Rav Asher Steinmetz, 
deliver a recent shiur on the topic of 
amira l’akum. 

It was a privilege to learn with 
Rav Akiva and to spend time in his 
midst. May we be zoche to internalize 
the lessons that he taught us and to 
perpetuate his legacy, thus bringing 
an illui l’nishmaso hakedosha 
v’hatehorah.   



Explaining an eruv shaila with yungerleit from Kollel Toronto

NEW PARTNERSHIP WITH MR. MARK 
HALPERN OF WEALTH INSURANCE  

The Kollel is excited to announce the start of a new 
partnership with Mr. Mark Halpern of Wealth 
Insurance who will be assisting individuals in the 
endowment of funds to our Not-for-Profit institution. 
Mr. Halpern has created a program called Accidental 
Philanthropists where he shows people how to donate 
significant sums of money to not-for-profit institutions 
instead of leaving it to be taxed.   

519 Coldstream Ave Toronto, ON M6B  2K7 
Tel:  416-789-1853 #1-1  Toll Free - 1-888-2-KOLLEL


